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Press Release 
Australia  

 
Sanofi encourages industry to unite in support of Return 
Unwanted Medicines this festive season 
 
Sydney, 5 December, 2022 
As we head into the festive season, Sanofi is inviting the Australian healthcare industry to join 
them in supporting Return Unwanted Medicines (RUM), to raise awareness of the environmental 
impact of incorrect disposal of unused and expired medicines. 
 
Research shows that approximately 70% of Australian adults do not know how to safely dispose 
of medicines, and there is low awareness that throwing away unwanted and out-of-date 
medicines can have a negative impact on the environment. 
 
The RUM Project partners with pharmacies, who collect unwanted medicines via specialised bins  
at no cost to consumers. Returned medicines are then safely disposed of in accordance with  
regulatory and Environment Protection Agency requirements.  
 
The program supports quality use of medicines and better environmental outcomes because 
unwanted medicines aren’t disposed of inappropriately, including down the toilet or thrown out 
with household garbage, which may end up in waterways or landfill.  
 
Since it started 24 years ago, The RUM Project has collected and disposed of over 12 million kgs 
of unwanted medicine – but there is still more out there. That’s why, this season, Sanofi is giving 
back by encouraging industry and others to share RUM’s important message as widely as 
possible.  
 
Working in partnership, Return Unwanted Medicine and Sanofi have created a set of easy to use 
RUM branded social tiles and posts. All that industry and other healthcare organisations need to 
do to get involved is download the content and tiles. The festive feel of the content means it can 
be used any time across December or early in the New Year.  
 

 
Toni Riley 
Project Manager, The RUM Project and Practising Pharmacist 
"We want to thank the Australian healthcare industry and Sanofi for their ongoing support. 
For over 20 years we have worked collaboratively with pharmacies in Australia to create free 
and convenient ways for consumers to dispose of expired and unwanted medicines. Today, 
anyone across the country can return medicines at their local pharmacy for safe collection and 
disposal. While awareness is on the rise, there’s still a lot more we can do. We’re hoping that 
with advocacy like that of Sanofi and other organisations in sharing these important 
messages, we can help overcome this educational gap.” 

 

Rupert Hugh-Jones 
Head of Corporate Affairs Sanofi Australia and New Zealand 
“The healthcare industry supports millions of Australian’s every year with medicines and 
treatments.  At Sanofi, we recognise that climate change presents one of the greatest 
challenges of our age and that environmental protection is a key to protecting the health of 
people worldwide, into the future too. We’re proud to invite and unite with our industry peers 
and others across the healthcare sector to help support Australia’s world-leading Return 
Unwanted Medicines program and, in a way, give back to the planet this Christmas.” 
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On June 1, 2022, Sanofi Australia announced the beginning of their industry first partnership 
with Return Unwanted Medicines, a a not-for-profit scheme operating across all of Australia. This 
campaign is a continuation of that ongoing partnership.  
 
Sanofi is dedicated to minimising the environmental impact of its business through sustainability 
and its global Planet Mobilisation Program.  
 
RUM bins can be found in all PBS approved pharmacies across Australia. For more information 
about the RUM Project, visit www.returnmed.com.au/. 
 
 
About Sanofi 
We are an innovative global healthcare company, driven by one purpose: we chase the miracles 
of science to improve people’s lives. Our team, across some 100 countries, is dedicated to 
transforming the practice of medicine by working to turn the impossible into the possible. We 
provide potentially life-changing treatment options and life-saving vaccine protection to millions 
of people globally, while putting sustainability and social responsibility at the center of our 
ambitions.  
Sanofi is listed on EURONEXT: SAN and NASDAQ: SNY 
 
Contacts 
Rebekah Cassidy | 0402 397 498 | rebekah.cassidy@sanofi.com  
Loren McMurtrie | 0402 397 504 | loren.mcmurtrie@sanofi.com 
 
 
About Return Unwanted Medicines  
Return Unwanted Medicines is a national not-for-profit company funded by the Commonwealth 
Government through the Department of Health to address the Quality Use of Medicines in Australia. 
The RUM Project is one of the first initiatives that provides consumers with a free and convenient way 
to dispose of expired and unwanted medicines. Anyone can return their household medicines to any 
community pharmacy anytime, for safe collection and disposal. 

Contacts 
Toni Riley | 0409 503 930 | toni@returnmed.com.au  
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